Q
R

]

R

Q

Chinachem Group
Sustainability Conference 2022

Creating Social Impact on the Zero Carbon Journey in Hong Kong

Bernadette Linn

Secretary for Development
The Government of the HKSAR

Summary

Opening Remarks

Linn began by thanking Chinachem Group and the Hong Kong Green Building Council for co-organising the
Conference and said she was encouraged by the wide range of inspiring topics to be explored at the event.

The 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference held in Glasgow highlighted that climate change is
one of the most defining issues of our time. Hong Kong aims to have emissions peak before 2030 and
commits to achieve carbon neutrality before 2050.

Linn drew attention to Hong Kong'’s plan to achieve net-zero electricity generation before 2050 and the
challenges the city faced in doing so as a high density built environment. The Hong Kong Climate Action Plan
2050 announced in October 2021 sets out four major decarbonisation strategies, namely, net-zero
electricity generation, energy saving and green buildings, green transport and waste reduction.

She also raised the spatial development strategy issued in October last year. The Hong Kong 2030+: Towards
a Planning Vision and Strategy Transcending 2030 calls for the development sector to further enhance
energy performance of buildings and to integrate smart, green and resilient initiatives into the built
environment. These clear development strategies, she said, would move us steadily towards our
decarbonisation target.

Challenges bring new opportunities. The government will press ahead with various new development
projects including the Lantau Tomorrow Vision and the Northern Metropolis. Linn believed these two
projects would present numerous opportunities to nurture our community’s resilience to climate change and
help us meet our sustainable development goals.

Additionally, the government has been promoting green technology in public work projects, for example,
introducing renewable energy systems in infrastructure works such as the solar farm at the Siu Ho Wan
Sewage Treatment Works, as well as district cooling systems in new town developments and extensions.

Development Bureau is also working closely with the Environment and Ecology Bureau to review and
develop green building targets for government buildings.

Linn also discussed the Building Department’s new GFA concession mechanism, slated to be launched in
early 2023. This mechanism requires new private developments to achieve a specific rating under the
Building and Environmental Assessment Method plus (BEAM Plus) in order to apply for GFA concessions.

She then thanked Chinachem Group for its efforts in integrating green construction technology in the Tonkin
Street project, the first high rise private residential project in Hong Kong to adopt Modular Integrated
Construction (MiC). Not only was construction time shortened by 30%, construction waste and noise were
reduced by 68% and 75%, respectively. MiC also significantly improves quality, safety and sustainability
performance of the construction works.

She was pleased by the interest shown among other developers in adopting MiC following measures
introduced by the government, including GFA and site coverage concessions.

Linn was also delighted to learn of Chinachem’s second MiC project, which would offer 10 times the number
of flats than that of the Tonkin Street project.

Linn concluded by calling on industry stakeholders to commit and collaborate to overcome climate change
and to advance our sustainable built environment goals.
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