Chinachem Group
Sustainability Conference 2022

Creating Social Impact on the Zero Carbon Journey in Hong Kong

Chris Trott

Head of Sustainability & Partner
Foster+Partners

Summary

How the community and environment benefit from refurbishing the historic industrial building Ombt
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We approach projects in sustainability terms: wellbeing, community impact, energy and carbon, mobility,
resources, water, land and ecology, social equity, planning for change, and feedback.

Ombu saw 80% water reuse, an addition of 300 trees and 12,000m? landscape, and 50% car reduction.
10,000 tonnes of brickwork and all 12 steel trusses were retained.

We calculate carbon and ecological footprint of our projects.

We take a long-term view when calculating carbon, from the preliminaries of the design to the structure,
future needs of refit, and energy consumption throughout its life.

The embodied carbon of a new build would have been 12.5tCO2/m? while retaining Ombu with new
extension is 9.4t CO2/m?2, a 25% reduction.

Ombu has a one planet ecological footprint, a balance of the sources of emissions and the sinks to absorb
them. No climate change will be resulted throughout the period of use.

Ombu has increased the respect for heritage, urban regeneration, biodiversity and ecology, accessible
outdoor public space, employment and the value of existing buildings; while reducing hard surfaces, car use,
pollution, resource use, CO., water, other waste streams and climate change.
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