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Summary

Green Buildings in HK’s Carbon Neutrality Journey

Hong Kong’s Climate Action Plan 2050 envisions a zero-carbon emissions liveable city with sustainable
development.

Hong Kong has seen steady progress in its carbon emissions journey since 2013/14 when total carbon
emissions hit its peak. To achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, we need to cut emissions by at least 50% by
2035.

Hong Kong’s greatest source of carbon emissions is electricity generation, which accounted for about 66%
in 2019, followed by transport at 18%. As for the city’s total electricity consumption, buildings accounted for
90%.

Our strategy can include four decarbonisation actions to be achieved by 2035:

&z Net-zero electricity generation: cease the use of coal, derive 60-70% of our electricity from new energy
sources, and drive renewable energy innovation.

®z Energy saving and green buildings: reduce electricity consumption by 10-20% and 20-30% in commercial
and residential buildings respectively by 2035, strengthen regulation on energy performance, and deploy
smart technologies to enhance energy efficiency.

@ Green transport: implement Clean Air Plan and EV roadmap strategies.

® Waste reduction: implement Waste Blueprint, regulate disposable plastic tableware, and develop
waste-to-energy facilities.

Since 2013/14 when Hong Kong hit its emissions peak, we have marked several milestones in our road to
carbon neutrality as our commitment to a net zero future grew. This has taken us from 6.2 tonnes carbon
emissions per capita in 2014, to 4.5 tonnes in 2020. We are well on our way to our goal of 2-3 tonnes before
2025.

We can leverage 6 ‘I's to realise our goals:

®z Interaction and collaboration among the whole society and the region.

®s Innovation, using advanced technologies to improve the environment and develop a smart city.

®3 Integration of the series of environmental protection blueprints, pulling together the efforts of all
stakeholders.

®z Improvement, building on the progress we have made in the last decade.

® Investment of resources to advance the work of the Environment Bureau
(Environment & Ecology Bureau from 1 July 2022 onwards).

®z Infrastructure, e.g. BEAM Plus certified infrastructure and reduction of landfills.

Challenges remain, including the cost of decarbonisation, space constraints, and demand for talent.
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