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Summary

Can Cultural Buildings be Green?

Design priorities for cultural buildings and green buildings are often incompatible.

For instance, natural lighting is undesirable for museums, while energy reduction is challenging for
performing art centres.

That said, Hong Kong Palace Museum (HKPM) and East Kowloon Cultural Centre (EKCC) have obtained
provisional Gold rating in BEAM Plus version 1.1.

HKPM

B Its green credentials include: its compact size resulting in a minimum physical footprint; a high ratio of wall
to window area; and its skin helps conserve energy by reflecting sunlight.

®7 The good spatial experience entices visitors to enter the museum to explore and attracts them to revisit.
&3 It provokes visitors to think about the past, present and future, thus contributing to cultural sustainability.
EKCC

& A circulation system penetrating the centre to allow people to pass through it every day, thereby
enhancing and extending community life round it.

®7 It is housed in a transparent enclosure with fluidity of space, enabling people to contact with the
surrounding urban environment on the way to different destinations.

® The district will become more walkable.

®z Cultural buildings can contribute to sustainability - not only environmental sustainability, but also urban,
social and cultural sustainability.
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