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Chinachem Group

Sustainability Conference 2024

Integrating Sustainability Solutions towards a Resilient Future

Ms Bessie CHONG
Director, Partnership Development, Esquel Group

Summary

“Integral - Esquel’s Sustainable Development Garden in Perfect Harmony with Nature”

Ms Bessie CHONG expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to present, focusing on the sustainability
journey of her company, Esquel, a major clothing manufacturer in Hong Kong.

She highlighted Esquel’s transformation from a traditional manufacturer to a global, knowledge-based
innovation company in the fashion industry, emphasising their commitment to tackling climate change and
reducing the wealth gap.

Ms CHONG pointed out that the fashion industry is the third largest polluter globally and reiterated
Esquel’s goal to drive change by providing practical solutions and creating social impact.

She outlined Esquel’s holistic approach to sustainability, which encompasses people, planet, products, and
community, and noted the establishment of their Sustainability Council in 2012.

The company has been hosting the Integral Conversation forum annually since 2014, bringing together
diverse industry stakeholders to discuss innovative sustainability solutions.

Although Esquel is not a publicly listed company, Chong emphasised their commitment to transparency by
publishing sustainability reports, with their first report released in 2015.

She shared Esquel’s ambitious targets, including a Net-zero Pledge by 2050 and a 50% reduction in
emissions by 2035.

Ms CHONG introduced Integral, a sustainable development garden in Guilin, designed to restore the
ecosystem and integrate industry with ecology, showcasing their commitment to sustainability.

She highlighted the project’s size and the ongoing efforts to develop the remaining land sustainably,
emphasising that it is not just a resort but a working production site.

The presentation included a video showcasing the beauty and philosophy of Integral, illustrating its
commitment to biodiversity and sustainable practices.

Ms CHONG noted that Integral embodies all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and has been
awarded the LEED O+M Existing Buildings Gold Certification, recognising its greening efforts.

She discussed the importance of employee wellness, using modern management practices to create a
healthy work environment and promote a balanced lifestyle.

She highlighted the integration of technology in operations is used to enhance productivity while
maintaining a focus on human labour and well-being.

Ms CHONG concluded by inviting collaboration and partnerships to further promote sustainability
education, emphasising the importance of community involvement in their initiatives.
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