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Chinachem Group

Sustainability Conference 2024

Integrating Sustainability Solutions towards a Resilient Future

Mr David LAM, JP
Under Secretary for Development, The Government of the HKSAR

Summary

Opening Remarks

Mr David LAM expressed his gratitude to the organisers of the Chinachem Group Sustainability
Conference 2024, highlighting its significance in fostering dialogue on sustainability.

He introduced the conference theme, “Integrating Sustainable Solutions towards a Resilient Future,’
emphasising the importance of sustainability and resilience in addressing environmental challenges.

Mr LAM discussed the increasing flooding risks in Hong Kong due to extreme weather events linked to
climate change, which have tested the city’s resilience.

He cited notable incidents, including super typhoons and record rainfall, that have caused significant
disruptions and damage to infrastructure.

Mr LAM underscored the vulnerabilities of Hong Kong as a compact, coastal city facing rising sea levels
and more intense storms, stressing the urgent need for effective flood management strategies.

He assured that the Hong Kong government is committed to enhancing flood prevention measures,
including substantial improvements to the stormwater drainage system.

Mr LAM outlined completed projects, such as the construction of drainage tunnels and stormwater storage
tanks, which have significantly reduced flooding incidents.

He mentioned ongoing projects aimed at improving drainage systems, with substantial financial
commitments from the government to enhance urban resilience.

He emphasised the dual focus on infrastructure and ecological sustainability, promoting blue-green
infrastructure as a key element of the city’s resilience strategy.

Mr LAM highlighted innovative projects like the Anderson Road development, Tung Chung New Town
Extension and Northern Metropolis, which incorporates artificial flood lakes, river park, revitalised river or
drainage channels and green spaces to enhance both ecology and urban design.

He discussed the integration of advanced technology in flood management, including flood monitoring
systems and robotic inspections to improve operational efficiency.

Mr LAM stressed the importance of community engagement and public awareness in building resilience
against extreme weather, encouraging collaboration with various sectors.

He noted Hong Kong's active participation in international collaborations to share knowledge and best
practices for climate resilience.

In conclusion, Mr LAM expressed optimism that with collective efforts, Hong Kong can overcome the
challenges posed by climate change, ensuring a sustainable and resilient future.

He wished the conference success, urging participants to showcase their commitment to combating
extreme weather.
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