Chinachem Group

Sustainability Conference 2024

Integrating Sustainability Solutions towards a Resilient Future

Mr Simon NG
Chief Executive Officer, Business Environment Council

Summary

“Integrating Climate Action, Sustainable Financing, and Impact Investment for a Resilient Future”
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Mr Simon NG addressed the Guest of Honour, speakers, and distinguished guests at the Chinachem Group
Sustainability Conference 2024.

The conference theme, “Integrating Sustainability Solutions towards a Resilient Future,” underscores the
commitment to addressing climate change, sustainable financing, and impact investment holistically.

Mr NG emphasised that effective climate action cannot occur in isolation and requires a comprehensive
approach to tackle rising temperatures, severe weather, and the need for sustainable practices.

He highlighted the built environment’s critical role, noting that buildings account for 39% of global
energy-related carbon emissions, with Hong Kong'’s buildings contributing 60%.

The importance of prioritising energy-efficient designs, sustainable materials, and resilient construction
practices was stressed, alongside the necessity of financial support for these initiatives.

Sustainable financing must align strategically with climate goals, moving beyond traditional models to
innovative financing mechanisms, such as green bonds.

Mr NG pointed out that sustainable financing should also ensure that marginalised communities benefit
from climate action, linking it to the concept of impact investment.

Impact investment aims to generate measurable social and environmental benefits while achieving financial
returns, with examples such as the Integral Garden by Esquel Group and the Solar Care Project by
CarbonCare Innolab illustrating successful initiatives.

He discussed urban redevelopment projects, like those at the old Kai Tak site and Northern Metropolis, as
opportunities to integrate climate action, sustainable financing, and impact investment to create vibrant
communities.

Collaboration among stakeholders from government, private sector, civil society, and academia is essential
for achieving systemic change, with each sector playing a unique role in fostering an inclusive ecosystem.

Mr NG called for an environment where sustainable financing is a guiding principle in financial decisions
and stressed the need for platforms for dialogue and collaboration.

In concluding, he urged all attendees to recognise their roles in this interconnected ecosystem, advocating
for collective actions toward a resilient future.

Mr NG expressed anticipation for the upcoming presentations and discussions, inviting participants to
engage fully in the conference.
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